
TALKING POINTS: 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS 

Always start with “State records show you’re registered to vote for this year. 
Thank you for being a voter!” 

QUICK TALKING POINTS AGAINST R’s: 
- They’ll raise prescription drug prices
- They’ll put Medicare and Social Security at risk
- They’ll pass massive tax cuts for the rich
- They’ll make inflation worse - no plan for the future

ECONOMY 

Economic Fairness 

D: Passed the Inflation Reduction Act 
which will make billion-dollar 
corporations pay a fairer share of taxes 
(minimum rate of 15%) and will not raise 
taxes on anyone making under $400K 

R: Every R voted against - 55 of the 
US wealthiest corporations paying $0 
income tax in 2020 

Social Security 
D: Will safeguard SS, passed 8.7% 

COL increase in SS payments coming in 
January 

R: Will cut SS, raise retirement age to 
70, & require SS to be 
reviewed/reauthorized every 5 yrs  

Inflation 

D: Oil and gas companies control 
gasoline prices, not the President. Biden 
has used the Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve to moderate foreign gas prices 
increases. 

R: Are in the pocket of oil & gas 
companies 

IRS 

D: IRA restored IRS staffing levels to 
where they were before deep R budget 
cuts, meaning shorter waits for answers 
and tax refunds, and cracking down on 
wealthy corporate tax cheats 

R: Every R voted against 

Jobs D: Unemployment is 3.5%, a 50 year 
low. 

R: Was almost twice current rate 
when Trump left office 

Technology Jobs 

D: Passed CHIPS Act to make US a 
leader in researching/developing 
/producing microchips for mobile 
phones, cars, and appliances, leading to 
thousands of local jobs  D (Lehigh 
Valley - Wild): Evonik (chemicals) and 
iDeal (semiconductors) expansion = 
local jobs   

R: Voted against 

Green Jobs 

D: Passed the Infrastructure bill which 
will incentivize domestic green economy 
jobs including manufacturing car 
charging equipment, solar panels, wind 
turbines, and more 

R: Went along for other reasons 
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HEALTHCARE 

Abortion/Reproductive 
rights  

D: Trust women, will protect their 
reproductive freedoms, abortion is 
between woman and doc 

R: Have proposed a national abortion 
ban; R (PA - Oz): Said abortion is a 
decision between a woman, her doctor, 
and local elected officials 

Medicare 
D: IRA caps annual out-of-pocket 

costs for prescription drugs to $2000 for 
seniors on Medicare 

R: Every R voted against it 

Insulin D: IRA lowered cost to $35 a month R: Every R voted against it 

Other prescription 
drug costs 

D: IRA empowers Medicare to 
negotiate with drug companies to lower 
prescription drug prices 

R: Every R voted against it 

EDUCATION 

Student loans 
D: Education is an investment in our 

country’s future, Biden canceled student 
debt for millions  

: Sued to block student loan relief 
despite getting millions PPP aid for 
themselves 

Public schools 
D: Support and fully fund public 

schools, lower class size, pay teachers 
what they’re worth 

R: Slash money to public schools and 
auxiliary services (Head Start, school 
meals, etc.) 

What kids learn 
D: Children can handle and should 

have access to age-appropriate truthful 
info.  All kids and family structures 
should be affirmed. 

R: Bans books, would teach edited 
history, would remove 
acknowledgement of family structures 
other than mother/father/children 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

Gun safety 
D: Passed best gun safety law in 

decades, aims to further close loopholes 
and ban assault rifles 

R: Most vote against all gun control. 
Some R states now allow handguns w/o 
any permits, training 

Police 
D: Full funding for 

hiring/training/equipping police as well 
as mental health and crisis responders 

R: Attacked cops whose lives were 
threatened by rioters during January 6 
uprising;m R (PA - Mastriano): Attended 
on Jan 6 and hired 6 buses to take 
people there  

Marijuana 
D: Biden pardoned those convicted of 

possession only, reducing barriers to 
getting jobs and lowering incarceration 
without putting public safety at risk 

R: Mischaracterize and prefer to 
increase incarceration  

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Bridges/Roads 

D: Passed Infrastructure bill - most 
important legislation in 70 years - so that 
the roads your kids ride on to get to 
school don’t crumble and that bridges 
don’t collapse.   

R: All talk but no help for 70 years. 
Some R’s finally went along once D’s 
developed a moderate package that met 
the country’s infrastructure needs while 
also providing good paying jobs. 

Broadband 

D: Infrastructure bill includes $43B for 
states to expand access to broadband, 
including $4B specifically for rural & 
tribal areas and $1B for low-income & 
underserved areas including cities 

R: All talk but no help until D’s 
included this in the overall package 
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